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We are de-

lighted to 

bring back 

our 

CCIAWJ 

newsletter 

in this new 

electronic 

form, and 

hope you 

will enjoy 

reading about our recent activi-

ties. 

 

This year marks the 25th anniver-

sary of the IAWJ. The milestone 

will be celebrated at the biennial 

IAWJ conference to be held in 

Washington, D.C. from May 26-

31, 2016. The conference topic is 

“Women Judges and the Rule of 

Law: Assessing the Past, Antici-

pating the Future”. We will also 

have our Annual General Meeting 

there. I encourage you to attend 

this exciting event. 

 

In odd years the CCIAWJ part-

ners with the National Judicial 

Institute and organizes a confer-

ence in Canada. Our 2015 na-

tional conference in St. John’s was 

a huge success. The topic was 

“Judging as Canada Changes: 

Balancing Rights”. The conference 

took a close look at the impact of 

the equality rights section of the 

Canadian Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms 30 years after it came 

into effect. 

 

Please consider maintaining your 

membership or joining the Cana-

dian Chapter of the International 

Association of Women Judges. It 

is a vibrant organization with im-

portant objects and exciting pro-

jects, many of which you will read 

about in this newsletter. In addi-

tion to our educational confer-

ences, I am particularly enthusi-

astic about our scholarships, bur-

saries and law school outreach 

program, all of which reflect the 

generosity of spirit of our mem-

bers. I look forward to increasing 

our educational initiatives in 

years to come. 

 

There is so much good work we 

can do together. Thank you for 

your support and participation. 

 

---Justice Sheilah Martin, 

ABQB  
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The CCIAWJ’s main source of 

revenue comes from the fees 

that we charge our members. 

Our yearly expenses for bur-

saries, scholarships and subsi-

dies currently exceed the reve-

nue we bring in. 

 

Membership in the CCIAWJ 

includes membership in the 

IAWJ for which our chapter 

pays $25 US per member. Re-

cent exchange rates for the US 

dollar have eroded our avail-

able funds. 

 

Our membership fee remained 

the same for many years but 

the Board of the CCIAWJ re-

luctantly determined that a fee 

increase was necessary for 

2016 and it is now $125 per 

year. While we are currently in 

sound financial health, we can-

not stay that way with a yearly 

deficit of between $20,000 and 

$30,000. The increase in fees 

will provide us with funds to 

continue and expand our edu-

cation and outreach programs 

and improve our communica-

tion with our members. 

 

---Justice Mona Lynch, 

NSSC  

Treasurer’s Report 

We are looking forward to the IAWJ conference 

in Washington D.C. in May. We are fortunate to 

have many distinguished women jurists as 

speakers including the following from the high-

est courts of their countries:  Justices Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg (U.S.), Sonia Sotomayor (U.S.), 

Elena Highton de Nolasco (Argentina), Teresita 

Leonardo-De Castro (Philippines), Irene Mam-

bilima (Zambia) and Baroness Brenda Hale 

(UK). 

 

See www.iawj.org/

BiennialConference2016WashingtonDC.html 

 

The CCIAWJ instituted a program to facilitate 

the attendance of International Judges at the 

11th Biennial Conference in London, England. 

We have continued this scholarship to pay the 

registration fees of 8 judges for the Washington 

Conference. We received applications from 85 

women judges from a variety of countries. The 

approved recipients originate from courts in the 

Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, the Philippines, 

Haiti, Nigeria, Bulgaria, Malawi and the Inter-

national Criminal Court in the Netherlands. 

 

---Justice Petra Newton, ONCJ  

Nominations Committee 

The Nominations Committee seeks input from members who might be interested in getting in-

volved with our organization. We are also interested in members who might wish to assist by vol-

unteering with various committees. Interested members may contact Justice Michele Murphy, 

PECA, Chair, by emailing her at mmurphy@judicom.ca. 

 

http://www.iawj.org/BiennialConference2016WashingtonDC.html
http://www.iawj.org/BiennialConference2016WashingtonDC.html


Beverley McLachlin Prize 

for Best Female Mooter at 

the Gale Moot  

 

The McLachlin Prize was established in 

2011 by the CCIAWJ to commemorate 

and celebrate the historic occasion of 

Beverly McLachlin’s appointment as the 

first female Chief Justice of Canada. 

The award is presented annually to the 

best female mooter at the Gale Cup, a 

national, bilingual, criminal law moot. 

 

The Gale Cup Moot 2016 was held in Toronto on 20 February 2016. This year’s winner of the 

McLachlin Prize was Raphaëlle St-Pierre from the Université du Québec à Montréal. The photo-

graph shows Justice Petra Newton presenting the prize to Ms. St.-Pierre. 

 

The 2015 winner of the McLachlin Prize was Élaine Lang of the Université de Moncton. 

 

---Justice Petra Newton, ONCJ  
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Scholarships & Prizes 

Louise Arbour Scholarship 

 

The CCIAWJ established the Louise Arbour Schol-

arship to promote the advancement of women’s 

rights and the role of women in justice systems 

throughout the world. The scholarship allows a 

French-speaking woman judge from a developing 

country to follow an individualized graduate pro-

gram (master or diploma) at the Faculty of Law of 

the University of Montreal. 

 

In 2014 the scholarship was awarded to the Hon-

ourable Justice Maguy Florestal, a Judge of the 

Haiti Court of Appeal. Justice Florestal completed 

the program, “Law of Information Technology”. 

 

In 2015 the scholarship was awarded to the Honor-

able Mimose Janvier, a judge of the Court of Appeal 

in Port-au-Prince, pictured on the left with Associ-

ate Chief Judge Danielle Côté, QCCQ. 

 

---Associate Chief Judge Danielle Côté, QCCQ  



Lakehead Scholarship 

 

In 2014, our chapter established a $5,000 annual scholarship to be awarded to a female aboriginal 

student at the newly established Faculty of Law at Lakehead University. The scholarship is 

funded for three years. 

 

The first recipient was Ms. Samantha Ramage from the Sagamok First Nation located near the 

north shore of Lake Huron. Ms. Ramage has been very active at the faculty including organizing 

the Indigenous Law Students Association. We look forward to hearing about her career following 

her graduation and call to the bar. 

 

In 2015 the scholarship was awarded to a first year student, Ms. Tahnee Caraballo, from Garden 

River First Nation near Sault Ste. Marie. 

 

---Justice Kathryn Feldman, ONCA  

In an attempt to put a human face on the judiciary, in 2014 the CCIAWJ under Justice Lydia M. 

Olah rolled out a program in ten law schools across Canada titled “An Evening with Women 

Judges”. The CCIAWJ provides $500 towards an evening with four woman judges and second or 

third year women law students. Reports submitted by all of the law schools who participated in 

2014/2015 confirm that the program was very well received. It is the CCIAWJ’s intention to make 

this an annual event and to ensure that all law schools have an opportunity to participate. 

 

---Justice Lydia M. Olah, ONSC  
 

Law Students’ Evening with Women Judges 

Grants to Program of Legal Studies for Native People  

 

The University of Saskatchewan’s Native Law Centre puts on the PLSNP as a summer course to 

prepare aboriginal students for success in law school and provide an alternative means for admis-

sion. In 2015 the CCIAWJ made a $3,000 grant which assisted two women in attending the pro-

gram. Our chapter received heart-warming thank-you notes from the recipients. 
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Toronto law students’ evening with judges Bonnie Croll, 

Gloria Epstein, Petra Newton and Peggy Eberhard.  

Queen’s law students’ evening with judges Judith Beaman, 

Anne Trousdale, Jean MacFarland and Cheryl Robertson. 

 



“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” 

— Margaret Mead 

Stories 

It’s a Small World 

After All 

 

In May 2014, I attended the 

IAWJ Conference in Arusha, 

Tanzania with my mother, a 

Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Newfoundland and Labra-

dor, Court of Appeal.  

 

Some years prior to my trip to 

Arusha, I took a university 

anthropology course. The 

course required me to view an 

award-winning 2005 film enti-

tled “Sisters In Law” which 

centres on four court cases in 

Cameroon, West Africa involv-

ing violence against women. 

The state prosecutor, starring 

as herself in the film, was 

Vera Ngassa. My mother and I 

watched the film together, and 

we were very impressed by the 

film’s portrayal of how women 

were able to effect change in 

Cameroon’s legal system. 

 

Fast forward to Arusha, May 

2014. I attended the plenary 

on the first day of the confer-

ence. As I watched the parade 

of women judges arrive, I 

thought that I recognized Vera 

Ngassa among them. 

 

Several days later we attended 

the gala closing banquet. It 

was a magnificent, formal af-

fair for about 600 people. Dur-

ing the evening I saw the 

same woman. Eventually I 

mustered up the courage to 

approach her, and lo and be-

hold, she was indeed Vera 

Ngassa – now the Vice Presi-

dent of the Court of Appeal, 

Southwest Region, Republic of 

Cameroon! 

 

Vera and I embraced and shed 

tears at the remarkable coinci-

dence of a student from New-

foundland recognizing her in a 

sea of unfamiliar faces at a 

conference on a different conti-

nent several years after seeing 

the movie. We vowed to keep 

in touch. 

 

That event has left me with a 

very positive feeling about the 

IAWJ and its members. 

Google “Sisters In Law” (the 

movie) to see Vera’s picture. 

 

---Rachel Crosbie 

 

We encourage our members to 

send short stories of interest 

for inclusion in future newslet-

ters to Justice Lois Hoegg, 

NLCA at lhoegg@judicom.ca. 
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Membership information and forms can be found on our website at http://iawjcc.com/ 

We encourage all judges, male and female, to join. 

 

Contact us at info@iawjcc.com. 

Membership and Website 

mailto:lhoegg@judicom.ca
http://iawjcc.com/

